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January 7, 1898 6 

Reports of States and yearly and monthly reports of cities. 

Maine — Portland. — Pour weeks ended December 25, 1897. Estimated 
population, 41,500. Total deaths, 70, including phthisis pulmonalis, 4 ; 
diphtheria, 7, and croup, 1. 

Massachusetts — Worcester. — Month of November, 1897. Esti- 
mated population, 103,086. Total deaths, 131, including phthisis pul- 
monalis, 12 ; enteric fever, 2, and diphtheria, 9. 

Michigan. — "Week ended December 18, 1897. Eeports to the State 
board of health, Lansing, from 59 observers indicate that measles 
increased and inflammation of kidney and intermittent fever decreased 
in area of prevalence. Phthisis pulmonalis was reported present 
during the week at 178, diphtheria at 47, scarlet fever at 43, enteric 
fever at 42, measles at 26, and whooping cough at 11 places. 

Week ended December 25, 1897. Eeports from 54 observers indicate 
that inflammation of bowels and inflammation of kidneys increased 
and diarrhea decreased in area of prevalence. Phthisis pulmonalis 
was reported present at 175, enteric fever at 47, diphtheria at 38, 
scarlet fever at 38, measles at 28, and whooping cough at 11 places. 

New York. — Month of November, 1897. Eeports to the State board 
of health, Albany, N. Y., from 152 cities, towns, and villages, show a 
total of 8,325 deaths, including diphtheria and croup, 339 ; enteric 
fever, 151 ; measles, 63 ; scarlet fever, 62 ; phthisis pulmonalis, 977, 
and whooping cough, 27. 

The Monthly Bulletin says : 

" The number of deaths reported for the month is 8,325, which repre- 
sents an unusual death rate of 15.30 per 1,000 estimated population. 
This is 400 more deaths than were reported in November, 1896, but is 
about the average of the last seven years for this month. Compared 
with the corresponding month of last year, the proportion of deaths in 
early life was smaller, and the relative zymotic mortality is smaller, 
and the same is true regarding the average of past years ; less than one- 
fourth of the deaths occurred under the age of five years, and little 
more than ten per cent of the deaths were from zymotic causes. The 
only one of this latter class of diseases which shows a notable decrease 
is diphtheria, from which there were for the month 5 deaths per 100,000 
population, against 6.5 in last November, and an average of 9 during 
the last ten years. Diarrheal diseases have continued to be excessive 
during the autumn months, the rural mortality from this cause being 
materially greater than it was a year ago. The mortality from acute 
respiratory diseases is that of the average for the month, 1,150 deaths, 
about 14 per cent of the total, and 17.5 deaths per 100,000 population. 

" Compared with the preceding month, there were 800 fewer deaths 
and a saving in the annual death rate of 1.45 per 1,000 population ; the 
number of deaths in early life and from the class of zymotic diseases 
was less, diarrheal diseases having decreased by 250, and diphtheria, 
which usually increases in November, has a smaller mortality, as also 
has typhoid fever, while scarlet fever and measles have increased in 
the maritime district only. The rural mortality from diphtheria is 
small compared with that of last November, only 36 deaths being 
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reported from nonspecified towns. November is uniformly the month 
of smallest mortality in the year ; the average monthly mortality for 
the preceding ten months of the present year was 9,960 against 8,325 
this month, a death rate of 15.30 against 18.30, and a daily mortality 
of 280, which is the average for November for ten years, against a daily 
average for the rest of the year of 340. The infant mortality is always 
the lowest in the year, while the zymotic is relatively higher, as a rule, 
than in the early spring months. A case of smallpox from a source 
unknown is reported from Deposit." 

Tonkers. —Month of November, 1897. Estimated population, 40,000. 
Total deaths, 54, including phthisis pulmonalis, 7, and diphtheria, 4. 

Virginia — Lynchburg. — Month of December, 1897. Estimated popu- 
lation 30,000. Deaths, white, 11; colored, 23; total, 34, including 
phthisis pulmonalis, 7, and enteric fever, 2. 

Petersburg. — Month of December, 1897. Estimated population, white, 
12,000; colored, 13,000; total, 25,000. Deaths, white, 16; colored, 15; 
total, 31, including 8 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Wisconsin — Superior. — Month of December, 1897. — Estimated popu- 
lation, 35,000. Total deaths, 20. No deaths from contagious diseases. 



